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Evek-lftsTin- ; Fence Posts.

I discovered many jeara ago that
wood could be made to last longer th.ni
iron in the ground, but bought the pro-

cess so simple and inexpensive that it
was not worth while making nnv Mir
about it. I would aa soon have poplur,
basswood or quaking ash, as any other
kind of timber for fence posts. I have
tken out busswood poi-t- s nftcr having
Ixen s i etven yearn, which were

wlu-t- i taken up an lien iii- -t ;!.

were put ill the grouixl. Tin e anil
weather seemed to have n (. I on
them. The potn can lie --prepared for
less than two cents apiece. This in the
recipe: Take boiled linseed oil and stir
in it pulverized charcoal lo the y

of paint. Put a coat of tliH over
the timber, and there is not a 111:111 (hat
will live to ace it rotten.

We have never tried the plan recom-
mended above, but give it for the benefit

A DEAD SHOT.

The Fatal Quarrel Betweea Rival
Levers Tracking; the Murderer
The Tell-Tal- e Letter that Led to
the Arrest,

From the 8aa Fraadeee Chronicle, Jan. .

James Duckworth, a member of the
St. Louis detective force, arrived in this
city yesterday from Oregon, having in
charge John W. Purdon, a fugitive from
justice, who was accused of murdering
Benjamin Scott, near the town of Ripley,
Butler county, Mo., about six months
ago. During the war Purdon was a
strong Southerner, and was noted among
his fellow gray backs as a wonderfully
good shot. He fought through the war
unharmed, and at the close settled at
Ripley. He was proud of the reputa-
tion he enjoyed of being the best shot
in that part of the country, and practis-
ed constantly with rifle and pistol to im-

prove his markmanship. He became
wonderfully expert, and had a corres-
ponding pride in his accomplishment.

In the course of time Purdon became
enamored of the daughter of a neigh-
bor. Benjamin Scott, his victim, was
also deeply in love with the young laely.

Aa awe whs aUnta MiUi eteep,
Aa4 ihiii vst

With heekwax sine hi path to wee
Bwui4 I ftuH toyJT,,wy

Qdf-n-r ! ana looklag down the road,
Tha atones thai hurt mr feet.

The wayside thorna, tha tiresome load.
Make this abort rat eeent aweet

Half-wa- y.

Half-w- ar I a kaaa obscures asy eight;
Myeyee(nrow4iin withteare

Aa looking downward from thia height
I WUI mj MD1N jrmt'

Ah, ass! how aright aad happy aowia!
Their Taee are atrawa with Sow era.

But otoera enrotM aw m tuair rmwb
Ab4 string baca aaaTjraoai

How a liaaia froaa asy graap
vwauffw U J

Father! rhr etrooc and steady claap
1 sees: anew to-s-

Half-wa- y !

Half-w- ay along! I look ahey,
Bat aothing eaa I aee !

Mr father's guidance and hia tore
Are all in ail to m-e-

Half-w- ar !

Half-wa- y ! and I mar never count
Mr "thru, mi tmm veare and ten

But look down aa life"e Touch mount
Think that thia ' hot aan

HaU-w- ar

At. las" dawa.' If e'er ar feet
May tread the Mount of God,

I fain would atop for rest ao aweet,
And drop UuVa weary load

--war!

BMT HVaUk
In the annlight, ta tha glinting

Of the dewr sunsnier morn.
When the roeee opening petals

Flushed to erimaoa in the dawn;

When the grar in eaetern hearea
showed but one pale golden thread,

Aa the lark, aweet tuneful minstrel,
I4t hie fragrant glover-be- d;

Three tweet maidens, arraying, carolled
Gaylr on the terraced walk.

Trilled out s, idly prattled.
Simple, girlish, tender talk.

Nell, a crimson flower placee.
Smiling, in her auburn hair;

Jealous aephyra aeise and bear it
Far away through perfumed air.

Ah ! may Hearen grant the omen
Point not to thy hope'a decay.

That tha blossoms of thy lore-ti-

Be net borne by death awar.
Laura, half defiant, scatters

Rosea o'er the terrace wall:
Bell, leprviov'. la'Dt to chidu her

Leu her fragUu basket fall.

0, sweet, happy, hopeful bloomtide !

Kow each reckless", lorin.; maiii
Sees not in her hearen a cloudlet.

Sees not in her sunshine, shade.

A Lesson Learned in Berrien Comity
Michigan.

From the LaPorte Herald.
Some time ago, a Mrs. Buckelby, who

liven over in Berrien CO., directed her son
Samuel, a lad of fourteen years, to take
a turn at the churn. Now as Samuel
had set his heart on going a fishing I

at that very time, he "got his back up"
and flatly refused to agitate the cream.
The curvature was promptly taken oat
of his spine by a slipper, and with "'tears
in his eyes," he went on duty with the
dasher. In about half an hour, and
during the brief absence of his mother,
his eye fell upon a plate of fly poison,
and a bright, smart thought struck him.
Just before Mrs. B. came in Samuel lift-

ed the fatal platter to his face, and as
she entered, he put the "poison" from
hia lips with the dramatic exclamation:
"There, mother. I guess you won't lick
me no more!" Now, what did this
Spartan dame do, then? Did she shriek
rr ilmrfAF .nl Ml ntnhTat.r;ni? Not
much. She simply took Samuel by the
nan. f the neck, lifted him deftlv into
the pantry, beat the white of six eggs
together, and told him to engulf the
same instanter; he, refusing, she called
the hired girl, and in a twinkling Sam
found himself outside the albumen.
Then Mrs. B. began preparing a mus
tard emetic. Seeing this, Sam's pluck
dissolved, and he' commenced begging
crying, "I was only tryin' to skeer ye."
But the stern mother was not to be soft-

ened, and Samuel had to swallow the
mustard. He was then forced to take a
dose ot Fain Killer, and had his back
rubbbed with the "Vigor of Life, and
his stomach with the "Oil of Gladness."
Then he vomited np everything but his
boots and socks. This being over, he
took seven Ayer's Pills, two spoonfuls
of castor oil, a teaspoonful of salts and
a blue pill. And now if you want to
behold the maddest boy in Michigan,
just say "fly poison" to Sam Buckleby.

Blood-Colore- d Water.
Dr. Joy, in Popular Science Mopthly.

From the remotest antiquity the
bloody color sometimes observed in wa-

ter appeared to have attracted attention.
In all ages there hare been stories of
rains of blood, and of rivers changed to
blood, and the phenomena have given
rise to the most ludicrous explanations,
and to the most ridiculous apprehen-
sions. In Exodus (vii. 21,) we read:
"All the waters that were in the river
were turned to blood. And there was
blood throughout all the land of Egypt."
Homer speaks of the dews of blood
which preceded the Trojan war, and those
which forboded the death of Sarpedon,
king of the Lycians. Pliny, in his
"Natural History" tells of a rain of milk
and blood which fell at Rome in the
consulship of M. Acilius and C. Portius.
Finally the historian Livy mentions a
rain of blood which fell in the Forum
Boarium. In times much nearer our
own, phenomena of this kind have been
observed at various points in Europe,
producing ridiculous alarms, and even
leading to actual seditions.

The cause, or causes rather, of these
ed rains of blood are now well nn

tiers tood. Every one knows that they
are to be attributed either to mineral
particles diffused through the air strata
which are traversed by the rain, or to
the dejections of certain moths in their
last metamorphosis, or to the remains of
infusoria carried up by the winds. But
the ignorant multitude continue still to
believe in rains of blood, and1xw down
blindly before miracles which
have no existence save in the wild fan
cies of those who regard them as arti
cle!, of faith.

A New Cereal. A new cereal has
been grown in Oregon, which has puz-sle-d

the farmers, as it is unlike any grain
with which they are familiar. From
seven to ten stalks grow from one root to
a height of about four feet, and these
stalks or straws are thin and hard."1 The

; radicals are tough and spread widely.
"The heads are six inches in length and

covered with heavy beard, each filament
being five inches long. The grain is
double the length of a kernel of wheat,
and. instead of being firm and compact,
is hollow, the cavity containing glutin- -
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A Hippo potamns Ilnnt.

The two boys had the good fortuix.- - to
secure the friendship and protection of
Kalulu, a boy about Selim's age, the
adopted son and heir of the Wattita
king. They were assigned quarters aa
comfortable aa the negro cabins afford-
ed, and were treated by Kalulu as hon
ored guests, and he entertained them
with various amusements.

Of these the hunting expeditions were
the most exciting. And, among the best
of them, was the hippsmotamus hunt.
The three boys set out gaily one morn-
ing for the river Liemba, a short dis-
tance from the village. They were ac-

companied by two warriors of the tribe,
and also by two negro men, Simba and
Moto, who had formerly been slaves to
Selim's father, and who, now that the
father bad been slain in battle, resolved
not to forsake the son, but to watch over
and care for him. Simba was a giant in
size and strength, and Moto was the man
of brains. He bad a very cunning
head on bis shoulders, and could always
give good advice.

The party were well armed. They
soon reached the river, and getting into

canoe, paddled swiftly down the stream
to the feeding grounds of the hippopo-
tami. They landed at noon upon an is
land, and had iust finished their lunr--

when they heard a low, deep bellowing
very near thejn. They were on their
feet in an instant, and ran noiselessly to
the edge of the island, and counted the
heads of a herd of hippopotami quietly
enjoying the cool, deep water.

"Five of them!" cried Kalulu. "Now
for sport!"

They quickly divested themselves of
part of their clothing, anticipating the
possibility of a swim, and jumped into
the canoe, Simba and Moto taking the
paddles, and one of the warriors seizing
the harpoon, to plunge it into the ani
mal that should first approach.

They had not long to wait. A mon
strous head and neck soon arose out of
the water, close to the bow of the boat.
At the same instant the harpoon was
shot into the neck. The wounded ani
mal immediately sank and swam up the
river, dragging the boat after him with
frightful r peed for the rope of the har
poon was fastened to it. But in a few
minutes the speed slackened, and the
boat began to float down stream. "Pull
back!" cried the harpooner. Simba and
Moto dashed the paddles into the water,
but it was too late; up came the gigan
tic head of the hippopotamus, right
under the canoe, which was shot into
the air, while its occupants tumbled
heels over head into the water.

They all swam to the shore in safety
except Abdullah, who was wounded by
a crocodile but rescued by Kalulu, Sim--
by, and Moto.

After landing and taking care of Ab
dullah, the next proceeding was to hunt
for the canoe, which had been dragged
off by the wounded hippopotamus. It
was found among the reeds of the island,
with the body of the dead hippopota-
mus still fastened to it by the harpoon
line. Together they dragged the huge
creature into shallow water, and loaded
the canoe with part of his flesh, which
is esteemed a great delicacy. Then they
lifted Abdullah carefully into the boat,
and returned to the village, where the
young Arab soon recovered from his
wound. From "Some Boyt in Africa,"
St. Jfichola for February.

Blisters in Old Times. I remem
ber, says Rusticus, a correspondent of
the Medical and Surgical Journal, that

hen I was very young, they used to
raise blisters with boiled hammers. Old
Dr. Twitchell, of Keen peace to his
ashes once wanted to blister some one
in a farm-hous- e, far from home. He
had nothing with him to do it with. He
asked his wife to find him a hammer.
The article was brought out, put in a
teakettle over the fire, and, after the wa-

ter steamed and bubbled well, he lifted
it out and gently touched it to hi
patient in a half-doze- n spots over the
seat of pain, with very, positive effect.
Boiled hammers were, for many years,
used in that eighborhood for pleurisy;
and every old lady knew that nothing
was equal to a hammer; and there was a
long dispute whether it should be a claw
hammer or not. I think the yeas finally
conquered.

The Pall Mall Gazette thinks that the
"good simpleton is dying
out," but finds one in the hero of the
story now current in Berlin "A certain
young officer returned home late one
evening, and having reason to suppose
that he should find it difficult to rouse
himself in the morning told his servant
to come and call him exactly at six, and
to time himself by the watch which lay
by the bedside. Accordingly, next
morning, at five, the good fellow came
in on tiptoe, looked at the watch, and
went out again. He did not return till
seven, when he woke his master, who up
braided him in no measured terms for
hia unpunctuality. 'But, lieutenant,'
pleaded the worthy lad, 'there was no
six upon the watch, so I waited till sev
en!' the fact being that the seconds'
dial, as usual, trenched on the place of
the lowest figure of the hour dial, and
necessiated its omission."

An old colored preacher, prior to taking
a collection to pay a church debt, made
the following good, though homely, ex
hortation: "I've known many a church
to die 'cause it didn't give enough, but
I never k no wed a church to die 'cause it
gave to much. Dey don't die dst way
lirederen, has any of you knowed
church to die 'cause it gave too much?
If you do, just let me know, and I'll
make a pilgrimage to dat church, and
I'll climb by de soft light of de nioon
to its moss-cover- roof, and I'll stand
dar and lift my hands lo heaven and say
'Blessed are de dead dat die in de Lord.

Judge Lawrence, of Ohio, has intro
duced a hill in Congress making it the
duty of the Commissioner to ascertain
the annual amount of every agricultural
product, including wool and the suppliea
of animal food, the probable demand for
each in thia and other countries, and the
cost of shipping the same to market, the
prices realized from consumer, and the
probable profits between producers and
consumers, and the prices in the differ-e- nt

localities where produced. The in-

formation thus obtained is to be fur-

nished to State Boards of Agriculture
and to some proper officer in each county
in the United .State.

to cheer the lives near their homes. The
fields were carefully fenced in, probably
to protect them from the pigs, which
seemed to be on friendly terms with the
children. A few dogs and hens were
cloee by, and we were greeted by several
goats. I saw no oxen, and forgot to in-

quire whether any were kept on the is-

land. On the slopes half-wil- d horses
and asses were grazing. Wild goats
might be seen here and there. on the
heights. High in the blue sky above
them several birds of prey were circling
in the air, wild pigeons swarmed around
as well as sea-bir- of various kinds and
sizes.

On a hill behind the settlement we
discovered the remains of a fortification
whose battery must have completely
commanded the bay. Several old rusty
cannon lay buried here and there,
while the graves of the former con-

victs are the only historical remains
on the island.

Before landing we had perceived some
caves on the slopes, which we naturally
took for the residence of Selkirk, but we
had deceived ovrselves, for they were the
simple cellars of the settlers. These
told us, however, that there were two
caves in which Robinson had lived; one
on the south sidi; of the island, opposite
to St. Clara, the other to the west of
Cumberland Bay, in a little valley; bs-si- de

a bay called the English Bay. The
distance to the latter was not far by wa-

ter, and we determined to visit the spot
in our boat.

After a pleasant voyage in the shade
of the dark cliffs, and passing by many
green ravines, we reached a small, nar-

row valley among the mountains. We
landed and hastened to. the cave, which
was not far off. II appeared dry and
inhabitable, in its form reminding us of

baker's oven, about twelve feet high,
fifteen deep, and twenty broad at its en-

trance. On the walls, which were cov
ered with the inscriptions of former vis
itors, cabinets were hanging; but of Rob-

inson's residence here we found no trace.
The neighborhood was marvelously

beautiful. Grass, herbs, many colored
flowers, and thick bushes grew every-

where; a little babbling brook flowed
from oUt a wooden glen and rippled
throughout the whole length of the val-

ley. Before us lay the blue sea, behind
us stood the mountains and steep preci-

pices, which, with their green adorn-

ment, gave to the whole a charming air
of solitude and retirement. The roaring
of the ocean, which only reached as
with a dull and heavy sound and min-

gled with the murmuring of brooks, did
not disturb the solemn stillness. Not
even the cry of a bird was to be heard.
And here in the solitude had a poor
abandoned man longed during many
months and years for the sweet sound of
a human voice.

The climate of the island is pleasant
and healthy, water is plentiful every-

where, and showers of rain fall almost
every morning. The myrtle grows free-

ly, and forms dense thickets; various
kinds of fruit abound,)especially delicious
strawberries. Snakes and poisonous rep-
tiles are unknown, and the only beasts
of prey are wildcats, who keep np among
the mountains, but, according to the
description given of them, they must be
almost as large as panthers.

An Important Medieal Question in
Court.

In a capital case lately tried before
the Supreme Court of Massachusetts,
medical evidence was given on one side
showing that it was impossible to dis-

tinguish with certainty 'human blood
from that of a horse, and, on the other
side, evidence was given showing that
the difference between these two kind
of blood is distinctly revealed by the
miscroscope. The remarkable fact here
involved presents itself in the light of
the investigations made by eminent men
of science in Europe, and with concur
rent results, showing that, though there
are, beyond question, differences of size,
determinable by careful micrometric
measurement the human corpuscles
thus appearing to be on an average,
larger than those of the horse yet,
even in fresh blood, these differences
have been found so slight as to be rec-

ognized only with extreme difficulty. In
human blood the corpuscles are seen to
vary from 3,000 to 5,000 in an inch, the
average being 3,500. In horse blood the
same variance exist, the average being
4,600 so that very small human cor
puscles and very large horse corpuscles
might be placed side by side and
found equal in size. This is in fresh
blood. In dried blood the differences
are almost blotted out, so that it has
been Universally agreed that when blood
has once become dry, it in not possible
to distinguish with certainty the blood
of one mammal from that of another.

The Boy and Girl In the Moon.

Such queer things as the birds do tell
me! xou have seen the man in the
moon, and heard his story, perhaps, how
he was banished there for gathering
sticks on the Sabbath day. But I'm
told that in Sweden the peasants' chil
dren see, instead of the man, a boy and

girl in the moon, bearing between
then a pail of water. This is on ac-

count of an old Scandinavian legend,
which means a legend known to Sweden
and Norway in ancient times, when
their name was Scandinavia. Well, the
legend say that Mani, the moon, stole
these two children while they were
drawing water from a well. Their
names were Hjnki and Bil. They were
lifted up to the moon along with the
bucket and the well-pol- e, and placed
where they could be seen from the earth,
When next you look at the round, full
moon, remember this story, and if you
have imagination enough, perhaps you
will see Hjnki and Bil with their pail
of water. From" i
St. Nieholat for February.

Olympia, Washington Territory, has
an interesting tragedy. On the 17th of
November last, Dabney O. Jones had a
dispute about wages with his employer,
a farmer named Taylor. Jones shot
Taylor, put the body on a wheelbarrow,
carried it a few hundred yards from the
house, secreted it between two logs, cov
ered them with fern and dry boughs,
and then felled a tree on top of it. The
murderer went to Olympia, and preten-
ded to have written authority from Tay
lor to dispose of the latter's property.
He was arrested on suspicion and con
fessed.

iHarrew-Gasif-e Railways.

The following review of the narrow-gaug- e

railroad may not be without in-

terest to our readers:
The fries. ds of the narrow-gaug- e sys-

tem of railways in this country have
been actively though quietly at work
during the past two or three years, with
practical results which will surprise
those who have not closely observed the
progress making in the new and im-

portant movement, The narrow-gaug- e

in the United States chiefly associated
with the Denver and Rio Grande Road,
which has been regarded as an experi-
ment, and on which the new gauge has
been practically tested with the moat
satisfactory results. In fact, however,
there are, at this time in the different
States and Territories no leas than 38
different narrow-gaug- e roads either
completed or in the course of construc
tion, and all of them in actual operation,

aving an aggregate of 986 miles of
track already laid, and which, if finish
ed according to the plans on which they
have been begun, will give an aggregate
of 3,751 miles of narrow-gaug- e road.

In the January number of the Amer
ican Manulacturer s journal we nnd a
mass of interesting statistics on the sub
ject showing more clearly than anything
which has hitherto appeared, the pro
gress of the narrow-gaug- e system, es-

pecially in the South and the Far West.
Of the thirty-eigh- t roads referred to
above, the longest is the Denver and Rio
Grande, which has 159 miles of com
pleted track, and is to be extended to a
total length of 870 miles; the Cairo and
St. Louis road, which is to be 150 miles
in length, 144 miles of track being al-

ready laid; the Utah Northern road of
160 miles, with 70 miles completed; and
the Kansas Central road, 560 miles long,
65 miles of which have been completed.
Besides the roads in the United States,
there are in the British Possessions of
North America five narrow-gaug- e rail
ways having an aggregate of 459 miles
f completed road, and which, when fin

ished, will make an aggregate. of 811

milles.
In addition to the roads partially or

wholly built which are in actual opera-
tion in the United States, there is a large
number of others already in construc-
tion. The Manufacturers' Journal gives
the names of twenty-tw- o of these which
are to be from 10 to 950 miles in length,
eight of them being over 200 miles long.
It also gives the names of thirty other
companies organized to build narrow- -

gauge roads.

So far as reports have been made con
cerning the practical working of the
narrow-gaug- e system, its results have
been highly encouraging. The Denver
and Rio Grand Road for the first ten
months of 1873, showed net traffic earn- -

ngs amounting to nearly 49 per cent, of
the gross receipts. The Toronto, Grey
and Bruce road in Canada, for the year
ending June 30, 1873, reports net traffic
earning of 34 per cent., and the Toronto
and Nipissing for the same year of 29
per cent, on the gross.

The great argument urged in favor of
the narrow gauge system is the saving
made in dispensing with unnecessary
dead weight in the cars weight which
it costs just as much to move as if it was
paying freight. The argument is very
simple. Practical experience has shown
that ten of the narrow-gaug- e cars will
carry as much freight as eight broad- -

gauge cars, while one narrow-gaug- e car,
loaded with five and a half tons of
freight, weight no more than a broad-gaug- e

car empty. Indeed, trains can be
run over a narrow-gaug- e road with com
parative ease where it would be impossi
ble either to build or operate a road of
the common kind.

Whatever opinion railroad men may
unite on in respect to narrow-gaug- e

tracks for the great established thorough
fares of traffic, there can be no doubt
that their introduction will be of im
mense value in developing new sections
of the country where railroad facilities
are required, but where the capital is
wanting to build roads on the expensive
plan in general use. N. Y. Sun.

A Tbavixing College. A brilliant
idea is evolved out of the brain-pa- n of
a down-ea- st reformer, who is dissatisfied
with the semi-monast- ic character of our
American colleges, and proposes what
he calls a "steam-shi- p college." He
would fit up a first-cla- ss steamer with all
the appliances necessary to make it an
institution of learning, and would take
on board as many pupils as it would ac
commodate, and set out for some distant
land. Each trip would constitute
term, and there would be four trips a
year, each to a new part of the world.
Actual observation, assisted and guided
by books and competent instructors,
would constitute the principal part of
the curriculum of this floating school,
and tha latest developments of science
and the languages and history and act
ual condition of the countries visited
would be the main object of study.

A queer case of somnamhulism oc
curred a few evenings since at a factory
in Westfield, Ct. One of the workmen
being instructed in the evening to carry
into the shop the next morning a quan
tity of wood lying outside, was sur
prised when the time came to find it all
carefully piled. The watchman says
that during the night the man did the
work according to his instructions, step
ping carefully over the things ' on the
floor. The watchman spoke to him sev
eral times, but received no answer, and
as soon aa the job was done the soinnam
bulist went home. The night worker
noticed a feeling of lassitude the next
morning, and was unable to work during
the day

A lucky fellow in Chicago, who was
City Treasurer some five years ago, has
been drawing the interest of $200,000
since that time. The money wai depos-wit- h

him to bind a bargain between a
railroad company and the corporation
The city authorities decided to sell
certain property to the rail road compa

ny for $700,000. A number of proper-
ty holder obtained an injunction re
stricting the city from disposing of the
land, and the railroad people refused to
receive their advanced $200,000. The
new city Treasurer declined to take the
money, because the city has no claim in
the matter, and to thia much abased man
has to take care of that Urge sum and
pocket the interest.

A Tisit to Crusoe's Island.

Sailing along the coast of Chili, we
fell in with another whaler, commanded
by a friend of our captain. We deter-
mined to sail for some little time in
company, and to put in at the Island of

uan Frenandez, to supply our larder
ith a good stock of fish, for which its

shores are celebrated. We steared east-

ward, the weather was fine, and after a
voyage of several days, we heard one

ight the wishedfor cry, "Lnd ahead."
Before us on the horizon hung a dark
mass, looking like a cloud bank in the

ncertain night, but every hour stand
ing out higher and clearer. There the
Scotchman, Alexander Selkirk, had

ved, the hero of the popular story. Be
was a sailor on board the ship. Cinque
Ports and in consequence of a quarrel
was landed by his captain, Stardling, on
this Island in September, 17C4, where he

ved in solitude till February, 1709, in
which year Captain Wood Rogers dis-

covered him and brought him back to
ngland. The recital of Alexander Sel

kirk's adventures formed the ground-
work of Defoe's celebrated romance of
Eobinson Crusoe.

Juan Fernandez, also called by the
Chilians Masatierra, lies in the Pacific
Ocean, some three hundred and fifty
miles from the main land. It is about
four miles broad and twelve long. The

land is named after its discover, a
Spaniard, who first landed here in 1563.
He found it uninhabited, but, attracted
by its beauty, he settled on it. He it
was that introduced the goats which are
now so numerous on the island.

William Dampier, an Englishman,
and the boldest navigator of the seven-

teenth century, who himself lived a long
time among the buccaneers, relates that

man of his ship, a Mosquite Indian,
a

was left in 1663 on Juan Fernandez, and
remained there till 1684, in which year
Dampier. himself fetched him away.
This Indian was the first Robinson Cru-

soe who lived on the island, and who,
like Selkirk, sustained h's life by the
wild goats. As these had increased very
much, and furnished meat to the bucca-

neers every time they landed, the Span-

iards thought that they whold best injure
their bold and formidable enemies by
destroying all these goats. For this pur-
pose they sent over some immense blood
hounds, which they let loose upon the
island. Bui the plan failed, for when
another navigator, Lord George Anson,
the British admiral, landed in the year
1741, he found several dogs, but also a
great many goats. During his voyage
round Cape Horn his fleet had been
scattered by a violent storm, and Anson
found himself afterward with only three
ships in a very bad condition. The crew
was suffering with scurvy and other dis
eases, and the admiral was compelled to
remain with them some time on the
beautiful island, where they quickly re
covered. Naturally, in their letters to
England,the sailors described the island
in glowing colors. The Spaniards, who
heard of this, and fearing the English
would take posession of Juan Fernandez,
hastened o form a settlement there in
1751. But it was soon after visited by
an earthquake, which led them to aban-

don it. The island remained uninhab- -

ted till 1819, when Chili establised a
penal colony there, which existed till
1835, when the island was again desert-

ed.
Two years after a Chilian from Val

paraiso settled there; several men and
woman soon followed him, and these and
their prosterity were living on the island
at the time of our visit in 1866. The
little colony numbered about fifteen per-

sons, several of the younger men being
absent on the whale fishery.

Juan Fernandez consists of a single
mountain ridge, which in the centre
rises to a lofty peak three thousand feet
high; to the west other mountains sur
round it, all of which from the base to
the summit are covered with vegetation;
between them are dark ravines, which
form little shady valleys which open
out to the sea.

To the east of the central peak "the
anvil," as it is called from its peculiar

nape extends a wide plain, which
slopes down against the cliffs against
which the sea beats. It is covered with
grass and shrubs. On it, with the help
ofour telescope, we discovered the wild
goats, which moved upon it as thick as
ants. This plain is their favorite resort.

They climbed np and down the green
hills or darted across the slopes in
herds, while some solitary ones stood at
the extreme edge of the precipice and
looked over. We now sailed past the
huge cliffs, and gazed up to them with
astonishment. Below them the waves
of the ocean foamed and roared, then
broke with a sound like thunder.

Sailing round the northern point of
the rocky coast, we came in sight of
Cumberland Bay. The change from the
grand and solemn to the pleasing and
cheerful was surprising. Before us lay
a ltttle rounded cove with a flat shore,

hile a lovely valley, branching out
into several smaller side valleys, opened
up in land. Thia is the largest in the
island, and here, not far from the sea, is
the little settlement.

While our ship cruised about near the
shore, and several of our boats were sent
out fishing, we sailed into the bay.
The flat shore allowed our light boat to
be drawn up on the dry land, at which
work we were assisted by some of the
islanders who had hastened up. Their
appearance showed that they seldom
came in contact with the blessings of
civilization. Women and children had
a very unwashed appearance. Great
was their admiration of the beautiful
lady, our captain's wife, who had accom-
panied us, and who, with her rosy face
and white dress, must have appeared to
the younger generation like some good
fairy at all events, the children closely
followed her footsteps.

The buildings of settlers looked very
old and dilapidated. There were hands
enough to repair them, but nobody ap
peared to think it necessary to do so, al-

though the least storm mite make walls
and roof really dangerous. Their boats
are better cared for, as a sort of harbor
had been found for them.

Not far from this stood a few poplar
trees and a thick grove of myrtles,
Beautiful cherry and peach trees grew
near it. Very little land had been cul-

tivated; on it, however, potatoes, cab
bages, carrots, marine, and melon grew
in great luxuriance. The attempt at a
flower-garde-n proved that even these
people felt tha need of the beautiful

aaw nothing bnt good temper aad hon-

est romping, yet I was assured that the
most powerful argument against the
old ceremonies is that they lead to vicious
displays. The lady of the home soon
invited the laborers within doors, and
there feasted them with home-mad- e

cakes, kneaded and baked byfherdaugh
ter's own-- hands,-- home-bre- d beef, home-

brewed ale of donble strength, and goose-

berry wine of home vintage. The mas-

ter made a speech of the briefest kind
and of the homeliest language, thanking
his men for their industry. Formality
of strangeness would have spoiled all.
As it was, the fellowship of employer
and employe was established in an in-

stant, and I have no doubt the lusty
cheers which echoed through the house
came from the very depths of their
hearts.

Later in the evening a large number
of the people in their master's family
joined others in won-hi- p at the village
church, a diminutive vestige of mediae
val architecture, the dust and mould of
which were hidden beneath wreaths,
crosses, hearts, anchors, and festoons of
greenery and Cowers. The dim light of
the altar candles and the subdued niur-m- u

rings of the organ together produced
finely religious sentiment in the assem-

blage, and aa the venerable rector pro-

ceeded with the thanksgiving ritual,
the boisterous merrymakers of half an
hour ago were enwrapped in devotion,
the finale hymn was sung with thrilling
fervor and richness. In the two last
lines of each verse the congregation
joined the choir, and want of precision
was more than atoned for by spirit and
zeal:

"Praise Him for our IIarrest store,
He hath filled the garner floor;

For his mercies atill endure,
Ever faithful, ever sure..

"And for richer food than this
Pledge of everlasting bliss;

For His mercies still endure,
Ever faithful, ever sure."

It is the present side of rural life in
England that I have here attempted to
depict. All farmers and al 1 farm labor
ers are not such as these, in many
quarters, instead of justice and content
ment they are wrong and vengefulness.
The pretty hedge rowsand curTing mead
ows hide want of oppression. Soil is
tilled and grain produced while the til
lers and harvestmen starve. But I have
written this sketch to commemorate
some customs and a few people passing
away who filled with gratitude page
in a traveler's note book.

United in Death.

Years ago it was decided by compe-

tent physicians that the Siamese twins
must be united in death as well as in
life. In all respects save one they were
separately organized individuals. This
exception was the union of their circu-

latory systems by a large artery passing
through the band which connected them.
To sever this artery, or even to tie it so

as to check the flow of blood, was to so
interrupt the circulation in either twin
as to lead to their sudden and simultan-
eous death. The experiment of tying
this artery was tried, and a few moments'
stoppage of the blood rendered the twins
insensible. There was no escape from
the conclusion that they could not be
separated while living, and that the
death of one would be the death of the
other.

Nevetherless, as our special despatch
states, the experiment of separation
would probably have been tried imme-

diately after death of Chang had a phy-

sician been present. It so happened,
however, that Chang died quite unex- -

pectedly.'and two hours later was follow
ed by hia brother. It is greatly to 1

regretted that the experiment, slight as
the chances of its success would have
been, was not tried. It is still more to
be regretted that no physician was at
hand to ascertain beyond question the
true cause of Eng's death.

For it must always be in doubt wheth
er Eng died from fright or because of
the arterial connection between himself
and his brother. These men must have
lived all their lives in morbid terror of
the fate which awaited them. Eng was
two hours before his death in perfect
health: but he had always known that
the death of Chang was his own death
sentence. We are told that he became
delirious with nervous excitement when
his brother died, and that he subse-

quently passed from this condition into
one of complete unconsciousness, in
which he died. Was this wild excite
ment merely the result of the mental
shock with which he recognized that he
stood face to face with the long dreaded
doom, or was it the natural result of the
sudden change in his circulatory sys
tem? In other words, was Eng frighten
ed to death, or did he die from the cessa-

tion of the heart-beat- s of Chang, which
had so mysteriously supplemented the
action of his own heart? We shall never
precisely know, and there will always
remain the doubt whether a prompt sev
erance of the band that united the dead
and the living might not have saved
Eng, and given him the new birth of
separate and individual life. Graphic.

Sunrise os the Mediterranean
"The effect of sunrise on the Mediter- -

anean," writes a correspondent of the
Boston Globe, "was a revelation to be
hold, and only comparable with the sun
set in this beautiful and historic region,
At first a gray light on the horizon her
aided the coming god, while, as it in
creased in brightness, those sleepless sen
tinels of the night, the stars, gradually
fainted phantom-lik- e away; and then
came up out of the waves the brilliant
sun, too dazzling to look upon, lighting
up the dewy morning and dotting the
whole scene of mountain and valley in
wondrous beauty. I have seen the sun
rise and get upon our American prairies
west of the Missouri, and had thought
that a New England summer sunset was
beyond comparison; but, alas! my expe
rience was sadly defective until this de-

lightful consummatien at the foot of the
Alps."

A New Hampshire clergyman, spend
ing the. summer for the sake of his
health on Star Island, volunteered to
preach in an unoccupied church during
his stay. The church was accordingly
opened, and he ministered to their relig
ious wants through the season. But he
did not learn how highly his efforts were
appreciated until his departure, when
his magnanimous listeners sent him
bill for the use of the church.

MISCELLANY. I

HARTEST HOKE IX E5GLAXD.

BY WILLIAM H. BIDEING.

la the autumn, several years ago, I
wandered from the beaten paths of tour-
ists to a little Tillage in sturdy Lanca-
shire for the purpose of first aweing and
edifying myself with a glimpse at the
house that had sheltered Mary Queen
of Scots in one of her journeys from the
country of her persecutors, northward.
An hour's examination of the obscured
painting, the heavy tapestry, and the
oak in the wainscotting worked mr feel-

ing to a properly meditative point, and
some of their pathetic gloom settled in
dusky finger marks upon me. I needed
consolation almost as badly as did the
poor queen in her most troubled mo-

ments, and unfitted to enjoy myself for
the rest of that balmy, fragrant day. In
the midst of the despair brought about
by a keen sympathy with old and sor-

rowful associations, however, a stray
thought fortunately reminded me of a
letter of introduction I had to a gentle-

man farmer resident in an adjoin-
ing village, and to hie house I started.
A cordial welcome won banished my
loneliness, and I willingly and thankful-
ly

a

accepted an invitation to stay to tea,
lthough cold roast beef and home

brewed ale were at once placed before
me iti portions to satiate a giant. An

extra inducement, which I did not need,
as offered in the fact that .1 should see

the festival of Harvast Home in the
evening.

My gratification was the greater inas
much as an invitation to tea is one of
the most delicate compliments a middle-- 4

class Englishman can pay to a stranger.
It implies not merely the courtesy and
cordiality of a passing acquaintance a
dinner would suffice for that but also
the host's confidence in the person upon
whom it is bestowed. For tea is esaen--

tially the family meal of all England,
and its hour is cnosen lor mose lamiiy
councils that give the national character
the best strength. It comes just as the
heat and turmoil of the day are subsi
ding, between four and five o'clock the
sweet hour that was called in Eden,
"the calm and cool." A gentle mood
prevails; all strife is hushed, and I even
think a mute worship can be perceived
in some aspects of the delightful gather-
ing. A better spirit is surely manifested
than on other occasions, and such vir-

tues as forbearance and charity aie read-

ily inspired. Simple home concerns
are discussed; and he who is invited to
share the plain food and plain talk
may be satisfied that he has won not
only the esteem out also the miiesi con
fidence of nis entertainer.

The girls and mother of the family
were working like servants for their ser-

vants, but none were absent from the
round table as the reaper pictured on the
old Dutch clock swept its scythe four
times across the face. The food was the
simplest yet of the most exquisite qual
ity; the aroma of the tea was solace dis
tilled; the bread white in the heart and
crusted with smooth brown; the butter
in prettily shaped pats, pure in color and
flavor as clover, and the preserved fruits
transparent and delicate in hue as jel
lies. The ornamentation was also of the
quietest kind; the designs on the China
alone were gorgeous. Even the bread
trays weae finely carved out of oak; min
attire sheaves of wheat interviewing
themselves with the bold letters of a
pious Latin inscription. Thrifty art
had touched the common objects. Oh,
how peaceful and beautiful seemed that
English home! There was no haste or
loud words, and when we arouse the
shouts of a throng of rustics on the op
posite green reminded us of the enter
tainment of the evening.

Harvest home was then passing from
the ancient form of observance to the
modern. The more beautiful of the cus'
torus which had long made the lands
"merrie" still clung to the ground, while
the severe exercises of the new age had
obtained a hold. I do not like the in
novations. Old Harvest Home bred
good feeling and fellowship between
master and man; it was made a fast pro
vided by one for other, and an acknowl
edgement of honest toil well done. The
new Harvest Home is of a more general
and devotional character, and so consti-

tuted that all interested in the ingather
ing of the fruits of the earth may take
part. Each parish has an annual har
vest festival, to which the farmers are
expected to contribute offerings of fruits
or flowers; and those who have neither
to give must assist to carry or arrange
the gifts under the direction of clergy.
man. in some parishes the festival be-

gins in churches and ends there, but in
others it is followed by a or
other social gathering. The celebration
of which I write had both the harvest
supper and religious services, recalling
the day described by the old poet H er-lic-k:

"The horses, mares, and frisking fillies,
aad all in linen white as lillies;
The harvest swains and wenches bound
For joy to see the hock cart crowned.
About the cart hear haw tha rout
Of rural younglings raises the ahout!
Pressing bofore, some coming after,
Those with a shout, these with laughter.
Some blesse the cart, some klsse the sheaves;
Some prank them up with oaken leaves;
Some cross the some with great
Devotion stroke the home-bor-n wheat."
As my friend and I sauntered down a

lane canopied with trees from each side,
we met the harvesters coming from the
field to the barn with their last load.
Four splendid gray horses were in the
traces, decked with ribbons, flowers and
leaves, and on one of the leaders rode a
healthy, robust, handsome girl persona-
ting Ceres, and queen of the harvest.
High on the top of the yellow load was
a scrambling crowd of boys and girls,
all adorned by fruits and flowers, and
following came the laborers, men and
yunK women, capering, laughing, sing- -

lnBi na courting, w nen mey nau svoreu
the grain in the barn ther came gravely
on to to the manor-hous- and array inn
themselves before the door, burst out in

.la a m. a
nearly cheers, afterwards singing:

"Harvest home, harvest home,
We have plowed, we have sowed,
We have reaped. We have mowed,
We have brought home every load,
Hip, hip, hip, harvest home!"

A May pole had been rigged on the
green, and around this the throng in- -

tent on merriment now clustered. A
brave time ther had oi it. Such arch- -

I ness, such flirtation, such gallantry, and
such emulation had not been seen for

I fear before. Could there be sin in it?

of our readers. If it shall prove true
that posts so treated last so much longer,
it is certainly worth knowing; for fenc-
ing material, in many localities, is

very scarce where once it was
plenty. The process is not an expen
sive one, and we hope some of our read-
ers will be led to try it. Ex.

The Best Buckwheat Cakes in the
World.

Some one wants to know how to make
the best buckwheat cakes in the world.
I think I know by experience how to do

Take three hot yeast,
four teacups buttermilk, one teacup
warm water, a little salt, a handful Ind
ian meal, about three teacups of pure
buckwheat flour, mix all together in a
stone jar, and set by the fire to rise.
When it begins to look like bread
sponge, set it away in a cool place (lo
prevent it from souring) it is then ready
for use, and will make cakes that aaler- -

atus ones can not be compared to, nnd
more wholesome, too. There iamu.h
diffcrennce between the two kinds m

there is between nice rained bread and
saleratus biscuit. If the firnt mimed
cakes were used there would be in much
difference between the peri-on-s who eat
them and those who eat aaleratus mica
as there is between a robust, healthy
person and a dyspeptic. Lady Corrtt- -
poniieiil of Moor'$ Rural iie.w Yoih r.

Safety or An.esthetics. If the
force of statistics be of any value, ether
appears beyond question, to be the safe-e-st

atKcstlietic. By combining Ameri-

can and British data relating to this
question, the result shows conclusively
tha! chloroform is eight times as dan
gerous as either, twice as dangerous as a
mixture of chloroform and ether, and,
as far as experience goes, it is more dan-

gerous than bichloride of methylene.
The report of the London Chloroform
Committee, appointed lo inventiffate this
subject, states not only in ether lens dan-

gerous than chloroform, but that with
every care, and the most exact dilution
of the chloroform vapor by the uiott
skillful hands, the state of inHcnnibility
may pass in, a few moments into one of
imminent death.

A Waphington special in the Iiontr.ii

Advertiser relate the following. "The
President met Susan 15. Anthony by ac
cident 011 the avenue, yesterday, in com
pany with another member of the Kuf- -

frageConvention, nnd quite a conver
sation took place. At length the Presi-

dent 'anked Miss Anthony if there was

anything he could do for her. Minn An- -

Jliony replied that xhc thought the r- -
xuent came pretty late. She had stumped
New York for the lYenident in the laHt

election, and then, on trying to vote for
him, some of his officers had arrested her
and put her in jail. She was now at
large, without help, and she did not
know what there was left to do; but, if
the President was really in earnest in
desiring to do something for her, he
might please nominate Mrs. Cady Stan-

ton for Chief Justice. The President
laughed, said he would think the mat-

ter over, and continued his walk."

A Brooklyn jury gave a verdict in a
breach of promise cane, yenterday, which
exempts traitorous 'puppy-lov- e' from pe-

cuniary responsibility. A young man
sued and won, but concluded not to mar
ry; then the young lady sued, and won
only the information that her quandom
lover was able to plead the provisions of
the baby act, lie being under age. The
vision of getting $20,000 in return for
her fractured affections wan dispelled,
and the oak, about wlucii she once
thought of twining, has shrunken up to
a saplin.

The fat men's ball in New York last
week was an exquisitely funny affair. The
march wan led by Samuel McGraw,
weighing 304 pounds, and his lady wan

of very amall build. The largest lady
in the bnll room was a school teacher,
who weighed 290 rounds avordtipois just
previous to entering her carriage logo to
the ball. Hhe wan much admired and
floated in the mazy polka redowa an if
she were a gazelle. The supK-- ' a
very solid one a turkey per fat man
and the only thing light aWut the enter-
tainment was the music.

A recently-invente- d English life-bon- t,

for which much is claimed, in "very like
a whale." It in built on the cigar prin
ciple, only very short and fat. Those
desiring to make line of it are placed in
side, and the hatcben are battened down,
and then it in claimed that she can with-
stand the highest storm waves or the
heaviest surf that ever ran. People who

are not so fortunate as to get an inside

berth on the start will have to wait
alongside, hanging on to chain., tn.til
the tune arrives when the hatches may
be safely opened.

Mr. John Strawin, of Cherry Valley,

ha been giving hi attention to the cul-

tivation of the Ia Rose potato, which
has acquired such an excellent reputa-
tion. He raised 68 bushels of this vari-

ety on an eighth of an acre, and sold '-
-'

bushclaof them to Mr. 1. Miller, gro-

cer, for the round sum of one hundred
dollar. iVeiestrt Advocat.

A paper was recently read before the
French Academy extolling the virtue
of buttermilk. It cluima for thin article
a good share of the acid which destroys

the incrustation which form on the ar-

teries, cartilages, and valves of the heart,
and believes a constant use of butter-

milk will free the system from troubles
which inevitably cause death between

the aeventy-fift- end hundredth year of
man's Mte.

A Nevada clergyman bad to vacate

hi pulpit without waiting to tender hi

formal resignation, because he was "no

nice that he wouldn't even hold the
stakes for a scrub race!"

It i uttgented that when a lady pre-

side It woul.l eover a public meeting
more proper to address her s "chair,
madam" than chairman."

The latter appeared to favor both suit a
ors in turn and neither long, and by her
course drove both the young men to the
verge of distraction. A fierce rivalry
sprang up between them, giving rise to
deep jealousy and intense hatred. Pur--

on, who was of a jealoua nature, kept
sedulous watch upon Scott, and, more

over, attributed to him rumors that were
current, reflecting upon the fair fame of
the object of their mutual love, while
Scott, on his side, declared that Purdon
used underhand means to supplant him,
by traducing hia character and doing all
he could to blacken it in the eyes of the
young lady.

Time only fanned the flames of hate
and jealousy that burned in each love- -

er's heart, and the feelings of the young
men toward each other become matter
of common notoriety in the section in
which they resided. On the 5th of last

uly, Purdon was riding, accompanied
by a friend, when they met young Scott,
also on horseback. The rivals drew
rein and eyed each other for some sec-

ond without speaking, when Purdon
said:

"You are the cowardly villain who
slanders an innocent girl. Since you
cannot get her yourself you would try
and keep her from others."

"You lie," answered Scott:- - "but that
nothing uncommon, for since you

habitually lie about me, I suppose you
have forgotten how to speak truth.

For some time the two continued their
acrimonions discussion, stirring each
other np to madness by the bitterness of
their taunts.

Purdon's horse, a spirited animal, be
came restive, and sbicd away at a threat-
ening gesture made by Scott, when the
latter sneer ingly said:

"You take good care to keep out of
arm s reach.

Stung to the quick, Purdon drew a
pistol, and with an aim as unerring as it
was rapid, shot his rival through the
heart. Scott was killed instantly, and
fell forward on his horse's neck dead.
"Good God, Jack!" said Purdon's com-

panion, "what have you done?" Ala- -

borer who had witnessed the whole
transaction from a field close by, ran up
and caught the murdered man's horse.
Purdon sat in his saddle eyeing the oth
er two without saying a word, and keep
ing his pistol in his hand. After some
minutes he whirled his horse and moved
slowly off, but keeping his head turned
so as not to loose sight of the others nn- -
til out of shot, when he clapped in the
spurs and galloped off at top speed.

He rode to his mother's house in
Saline, Illinois, and, taking the cars,
started westward. The local police,
finding, themselves unable to accom-

plish his arrest, turned the case over to
the St. Louis detectives. They soon as-

certained that he had gone to the Pacif
ic coast, and although he frequently
wrote to his mother and others at home,
he changed his residence so often and re
moved to places so widely apart that
they were unable to apprehend him. He
finally settled in Yamhill county, Ore
gon, assuming the name oi 14 op kins.
Here he would probably have l.ved
without detection, had he not, with a de
gree of carelessness engendered by his
long success in euding the officers of
the law, corresponded regularly with his
friends at home. As it was, his discov
ery was accidental.

A man named Hopkins, living near
where Purdon had settled, opened one of
the latter's letters, thinking it was for
him. He, became aware of the true
character of his pretended namesake by
some allusions in the letter, and gave

the information he bad acquired to the
police authoritier. Early last month a
warrant was forwarded by the Governor
of Missouri to the authorities in Ore-

gon, and the arrest of Purdon by Depu
ty Sheriff Belcher quickly followed
Mr. Duckworth was sent across to take
Purdon, who is a quiet and intelligent
voung man, prepossessing in appearance.
He admits the killing of Scott, but
urges that it was justifiable under the
circumstances, lie is now on his way
to his home, to be placed on trial for his
life, and the young lady, who was the
indirect cause of the death of one lover
and the deep disgace of the other, bro

ken hearted awaits the last act of the
tragedy. '

A prisoner in the Missouri penitentia
ry too weak to work, andwho had run of
the yard, one day asked the arden if
he could be allowed to cultivate a small
corner of the enclosure. "What do you
want to raise?" "Cucumbers, sir." Why
you can t raise them here, tue otner
prisoners would steal them." "No, sir,"
said the man firmly, "they will not steal

one of them." "Well, go ahead," said
the Warden, but if any of your cucum-
bers are stolen don't come to me with
your complaints." "You will never
hear from me on that score, sir." The
cucumbers were planted, watered, trained
and cultivated, and an immense crop
was the result. As faat however, as the
fruit ripened, it disappeared, and the
Warden became convinced that the ow-

ner sold it for liquor, produce, or some
other contraband article. He directed
the man to be watched, and finally he
was detected in the act of carrying his
cucumbers to the hospital and giving
them to the poor fellows who, ia
their sickness, craved them. Not one of
them had been stolen.

. ous matter. While the train bears a
rinavr MmM.tu .b. tk.n .n.
thin stlaa. tha lk. I

that of rye or barley. Its oriein is some
What peculiar, the first grain having
been taken from tha stomach of a wild
goose by a farmer in Tallawook county,
nearly three years ago. He was struck
with its appearance, and planted it, and
the succeeding season sowed the pro--1

duct. He distributed a- - portion of his
second crop among a few friends in dif--

ferent parts of the State, who, this rear,
raiaed small quantities. It will require
another year to determine the value of

. the grain.


